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We leain next to nothing from comedy about the women of
the upper classes, This mav only confirm that they lived a life
remote from public affairs and social events; but their moral
standards were probably on the decline, and it is perhaps not
without significance that Euripides' Phaidra charges women
from noble families with having introduced adultery l
At the time of the performance of the Kmghts> the old aristo-
cratic ideal was still fully alive, but the threatening signs of
change were also visible. Twenty years later the process was
more or less complete. The attempts to restore, once again,
the political rule of the upper classes, though, as we have seen,
this did not mean merely that of the nobles, continued the
decline of the aristocracy The revolution of the Four Hundred
in 411, and even more the rule of the Thirty in 403, failed,
not so much because of the resistance of the democrats as
through the weakness and corruption of the oligarchs. The
kaloikagathoi) represented by the tyranny of unscrupulous and
individualistic 'supermen* like Kntias, using the knights as
their mam military weapon, were a bitter caricature indeed,2
and opposition, though powerless, arose among their own
followers
The political leaders and events finally crushed the fading
ideal of aristocracy The name of kaloikagathot entirely lost its
social meaning, it was no longer descriptive even of a general
upper class, and became a merely individual and moral title 3
This was part of a general development, in the course of which,
for instance, the name of the Hellenes became an expression
of the standard of personal education. People who aimed at
'being called' kaloikagathoi had to excel in several good qualities,
which, of course, were not only those of an honest and pedantic
-pater famihas and farmer, as they are in Xenophon's descrip-
tion.* The result of the process was clear enough. In the
fourth century, there were still some prominent individual
aristocrats in Athens, there were theories and ideas of truly
aristocratic life and mind, but there was no longer an aristo-
cracy worthy of the name
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